WP ORT ART PRODUCT IMEFORNMATION
Toggle and Rocker Switches
Operation
Toggle and rocker switches turn things On and O, by a'llq:-winq elactricity 1o flow. They do this by opening and

closing circuits and even diverting elactricity from one plage to another within a elreuit. The circuit can be
considered & path along which alectrical curren! moves or flows.

A circult ls a combination of: 15""'"‘?"'| | Lot I . I:i?u :h;:;:::ir
(1.} a source of electricity. suchasa . L ¢ T motas, Bghie,
_ battery. S L winch, :
== (2] a conductor, usually a wire, The (™ Balis T abablss
power Iravels through the condeuctor, oo LN,
‘1) a Megatve Posibvr
J & toad. Terminal Tarrmimal

Toggle and rocker switches have functions other than ON and OFF. An DFF-ON-ON switch could be used 1o run
a two spead heater or windshield wiper systemn. An ON-ON switch might be used to control fuel selector valves

Momentary loggle and rocker switches turn a circuit ON or OFF temporarily, such as a Lip possition g
day signalling marker light. When actuating a momentary switch by prassing and holding  Rase

the actuator, it tums the light ON, When you release the actuator, it spring returns 1o ils o
OFF position. This would be an OFF - MOMENTARY ON switch. The momentary position Sown postion
is also used to change direction, such as raising or lowening a tail gate. It would be a LOWER l

MOMENTARY ON - OFF- MOMENTARY ON switch,

Contacts; Switches contain moveable and stationary contacts. When a Moveable single pale contact
moveable contact connects with a stationary contact, a circuil is completed - -

Poles and Throws
The letters SPST, SPDT, DPST, or DPDT describe what the switch is capable of daing.

5P Single Pole ST Single Throw
A switch device that opens, closas or changes A switch that opens, closes or completes a circuit at
connection in a single conductor of an electrical circuit. | only one of the extreme positions of its actuator
DP Double Pole DT Double Throw
A switch device thal opens, closes of changes | A swilch thal opens, closes or compleies a circuif al
connection in two conductors of an electrical circuit, | both extreme positions of its actuator.
An SPST Hﬂnma DD'E‘. Eingl.g [, 3 Gipp— & T-'?“ An SPDT l:ﬂlrlglﬂ pl:IbEL double W
throw) switch has one closed ™" Pasa- throw) switch has one closed O, = Dn
contact posiion (ON) and . conlact position at one ime. "™ =
turns on one circuit - the Wiownabin Because it is double throw, it Movasbio Maveabis
basic OFF-0M switch, st | L can turn an two different L soept
=\ — circuits from pne source, but | . =} ey
e iy conbt not at the same time. |t could -::;. 7 g
2 posttion SPST switch. be an ON-OFF-ON swiich ar Epalicriarg oAt
[ an ON-0OM switch, 3 Posilion SPOT switch.
A DPST (double pole, single throw) switch has bwo A DPDT (double pole, doubde throw) switch has two

closed contact posions enargizing two circuits at the  closed contact positions energizing wo separatecircuits
game fime. The circuits must be from separate sources. at the same time. Because it is double throw It has two
Because it is single throw, it has one ON position, an ON positions, an ON-QFF-ON or ON-OM switch.

CIFF-0IN switch.
Imustrations ara for indormation purposes only and are not intended 1o be actual product reprasentations.
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